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Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

36 sisters have passed away to date
two communiqués have been posted
received one written annual report from Mackenzie-Fort Smith
prepared the Spiritual Program for this meeting

Ø SD chairs are being encouraged to use the new national theme with its prayer and a logo for
some of their reflection which was included it in my latest communiqué.
Ø The focus of my last communiqué was religious education of our members. I believe we do a
good job with opening, closing prayers and special celebrations but more emphasis needs to be
placed on the knowledge of our Catholic Faith. The Catechism of the Catholic Church and the
Ordo have been suggested as two major frames of reference for education . The 1/3.1/3 1/3
approach to meetings has been encouraged so the SD chairs have a little more time to
introduce and develop some aspect of the faith.

Ø Since the Fall meeting I have been giving a lot of thought to the Spiritual Workshop for
Convention. But nothing definitive.
Sacraments, Three Cups of Tea and relationships keep coming back so I am presently
ruminating on those three ideas. They are very integrate – able.
Ø The Calgary Diocesan president has asked me to speak on Three Cups of Tea at their convention.
Ø Commentary.
“Membership” and spiritual growth of our members at all levels as been on my mind and I appreciate
the new national theme that has a very serious spiritual component that is self evident. Unfortunately I
think most councils will treat it as their first cup of tea won’t move to the second cup and leave it at
that. I find that we pay lip service to our spiritual growth and often it is an add on at many of our
meetings. We don’t take the thread of the theme and weave it through all of our other business
because we tend to compartmentalize our work. We all know that the foundation of the League is
relationships; not fundraising, resolutions, leadership, catch the fire or any other program that we have
been offering in the last little while. It is relationships and I believe we need to have a conversation
around that beginning with our relationship with our God followed by ourselves and our neighbour. We
need to see our members through a different lens. We need to see them as women who have Christ
living in them recognizing that we are all companions on the journey and as such need to be loved. They
are not just a number on a balance sheet. We need to make a concentrated effort to get to know each
other; not only their name but also their story and this includes members who do not come to meetings.
Each member of any council needs to be treated as a VIP not just when they take out or renew
membership. I believe if we put this thinking into action our membership would grow and our business
would take care of itself. The wider population needs to say, “see how they love each other; I want to
be part of that. “ This requires us to have a second cup of tea with each member of our council ( new or
renewed) let them know they are a person of value and that in fact they are a sister in the League.
Ø Spiritual Development Business from this meeting
Father Andrew encouraged all members to read and meditate on Amoris Laetitia “ – the Joy of Love the
Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Francis. If you recall, we were introduced to it at our 2016 convention by
Father Penna. Ladies we are being encouraged to drink our second cup of tea.

