SAMPLE letter from a COUNCIL PRESIDENT
[date]

[MLA name]

MLA for __(constituency)__]

[address]

[City, AB  T__ ___]

re: establish an independent Seniors' Advocate for Alberta
Mr/Ms _____: 

I am writing as President of the Catholic Women's League (CWL) of [parish] in [city/town]. The Catholic Women's League of Canada is an organization of over 85,000 members who promote Christian values and social justice in the home, community, and world. More information about the CWL can be obtained at www.cwl.ca or www.cwl.ab.ca. 

Under the guidance of the Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council of the CWL, our members have circulated an informal petition to “Urge the Alberta Provincial Government to amend the Alberta Health Act to ensure that the Seniors' Advocate is an Officer of the Legislature and therefore independent.” Enclosed please find the petition sheets, signed by [##] concerned citizens of the [name of] constituency, residents of [city/town] and area. 

It is our view that the Seniors' Advocate needs to be an independent voice, free from political inerference, with the ability to identify systematic issues and areas of care where vulnerable seniors are at risk. Seniors in [city/town] and area have identified concerns in health care, housing, income support, non-personal health care trustee and guardian issues, transportation, and senior abuse. They would like an advocate who would serve seniors, rather than the government of the day. 

If we are fortunate, we will all live to be seniors one day, and we will need access to these services. I am sure that you also hope to have your needs as a senior met. We all should have recourse to an advocate when those needs are not being met. 

[name of council] CWL would appreciate hearing from you, as our newly-elected representative in the province, on what efforts you will undertake to address the concerns of seniors in your constituency. 

Sincerely, 

[signature]

[name], President of [council] CWL 

[address] 

[City, AB  T__ ___]
