Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council
Organization Standing Committee
Communiqué #2
October 2013
Council Anniversaries
I have been working on the information on your parish council anniversaries; the charter
year and the years of the next upcoming major anniversaries. I will post this on our
Provincial website. Please send me your corrections by email:
abmaccommunications@gmail.com.
I had a question about those councils who had an original charter, disbanded and then
started up again; who are the actual Charter members? What date do we use for the
Council's anniversary?
Here is the response from national:
When a council disbands and then wants to start up again, who the charter members are
depends on how the council wants to do things. A council can choose to disband and then start
up again, but still have the charter members be the original charter members that are listed on
the original charter that was written up when the council originated. OR: A council can choose
to start “completely fresh” and have a new charter written up with new charter members who
are the present-day members applying for the charter. So, for example, instead of having the
originating president (say from the 1950s) on the charter, the current day president would be
listed on the charter instead.
The above information affects how a council calculates their anniversary. If a council decides on
the first option listed above, they count the years before and after the time period they were
not active. For example, if a council originated in 1930, disbanded in 1950, and then reactivated
in 1970, then the 20 years of inactivity would not be included in calculating the council’s number
of anniversaries. In the example I provided, the council would be 63 years old. On the other
hand, if a council decides on the latter option that I presented above, then they would start
calculating how many years old they are from the time they reactivated. All of the previous
years would not be counted. For example, if a council originated in 1930, disbanded in 1950, and
started back up in 1970, and they decide to have a new charter and new charter members, then
that council would only be 43 years old (you’d start counting from 1970).

I hope this makes sense; it can be a bit confusing. If you have any questions or require
more clarification, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you!
(You will note that the Charter anniversaries are recorded as the latest Charter year that
we have, not the first Charter date.) You will need to let me know how you calculate your
anniversary and Charter Members.
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Catch the Fire!!
Have YOU Caught the Fire? Have you given this opportunity to as many councils and
members as possible? There are quite a few dates planned in the next while in each
diocese. We have a new Spark! Mary M. from the Edmonton Diocese has agreed to take
on this role. You can contact Mary via <cwlabmk@cwl.ab.ca>. I also ask that you share
the dates on your websites; perhaps even put a tab for Catch the Fire on your website.
The other Catch the Fire trainers will keep in touch with each other to share dates and
ideas.
Annual Reports - Reminder!
Annual Reports should cover the period from January 1, 2013 to December 31, 2013.
When you review these reports and send them to the next level, try to make the reports
interesting and useful to other members who may view them. Can I also request that you
make the reports in point form instead of written paragraphs? Perhaps this format will
make them even more readable to others.
Please remind all levels – Parish, Diocesan, Provincial – that they keep the original
Report for their archive records and send a copy to the next level. In the past several
councils sent their original copy to Diocesan and do not realize that it is important to keep
these as a record for their council archives.
This is also an excellent opportunity to review your councils’ statistics to prepare for the
Walter Krewski Awards.
Remember the energy from your Fall Meeting and the ideas that you planned to follow
up on? It is always better to do it sooner than later.
Let each of us continue to promote the League through our activities in the parish and in
public. We are the face of the League to the people we are surrounded by.
I ask that you continue to do your good work – For God and Canada!
Submitted by
Cathy B.
President-Elect, CWL Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council

Page 2 of 2

