Provincial Mid Winter Legislation Report
Calgary, AB
January 27-29, 2017
Madam President,
According to an online report from CTV News, written by Graham Slaughter, at least 744 ill adults have requested
and received assistance in dying since the June 2016 passing of Bill C-14 which allowed the procedure to become
legal in Canada. That's an average of four Canadians per day between June 17, 2016 and December 16, 2016.
Sixty-three of those procedures were performed in Alberta; none were performed in the Northwest Territories. Most
occurred in Ontario with 154 assisted deaths. The data collected by CTV News indicates that those who opted for
Physician Assisted Death (PAD) suffered from conditions such as cancer or neurological diseases, including
multiple sclerosis or amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS). Alberta provided the most detailed statistics of any
province; reports showed that some patients were denied PAD due to mental illness or death was not proven to be
imminent.
As a result of Resolution 2016.05 Amend The Canada Health Act to Include Home Care as an Insured Service, an epetition was created by Nancy S, National Legislation Standing Committee Chair. The e-petition information was
sent to Diocesan Legislation Chairs for circulation to their members. The petition can be found at:
https://petitions.parl.gc.ca/en/Petitions/Details?Petition=e-673 and the deadline to sign the e-petition is March 28,
2017. The CWL Action plan for this resolution, as well as signing a petition, is to write to the Prime Minister,
federal minister of health and our MP.
Members of the National CWL executive met with the Federal Government and discussed resolutions 2016.04
Amend The Health Canada Act to Identify Palliative Care as an Insured Health Service, and Bill C-268 Protection of
Freedom of Conscience Act. The status of Bill C-268 is Introduction and First Reading, which occurred on May 05,
2015.
The guideline for meeting with government officials is still in the preparation stage. It is almost complete and will
be distributed to all executive members as soon as it is ready.
There is currently an Electoral Boundaries Commission in place. The purpose of the commission is to determine
where constituency boundaries should be to ensure fair representation in the Legislature. Public hearings are already
in process and will continue over the next few weeks to gather input from voters across the province. The
commission will be able to redraw boundaries, but not add or remove constituencies. If members have concerns
about possible changes to their constituencies, they will be able to attend a forum in their area.
This concludes my report,
Betsy Fletcher,
Provincial Legislation
Standing Committee Chair

