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Madam President,
There has been a lot of politicking going on in our province, nationally and internationally
these days with party leadership races, national leadership races and international summits.
We can easily become distracted by these events. It is important that we do not lose sight of
our legislation goals and what is important to the Catholic Women's League.
Regarding our interest in Lyme disease, the Federal Government announced on May 30, 2017
that it will invest $4 million to get a new research network up and running. According to
Health Minister Jane Philpot, "The aim of the research network will be to generate new
evidence and data about Lyme disease, about how to improve diagnosis and treatment and to
help us better understand its causes and its transmission."
Our provincial council continues to write to the Alberta Minister for Seniors and Housing
about the need for an independent seniors' advocate. We keep getting the same reply, that
there is an advocate in place, Ms Sheree Kwong See. While it's a start that we have Ms Kwong
See as a seniors' advocate, the position is still not independent, which is what we have been
petitioning the government for. Our members need to continue to raise this issue with their
MLAs through conversations and letter writing. The more we talk, the more likely someone
will really listen to us and fight for our seniors.
There are some bills before parliament that we should not forget over the summer months.
Bill C-214 An Act to Amend the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act (appeals) and Bill C255 An Act to Amend the Immigration and Refugee Act (appeal process for temporary
resident visa applicants) have both had first reading in the House of Commons and would
provide a right of appeal to foreign nationals whose permanent resident visa applications
have been denied. These bills support some of our League resolutions regarding refugees.
Please write to members of parliament, the minister of immigration and the prime minister.
Bill C-216 National Perinatal Bereavement Awareness Day Act has had first reading in the
House of Commons. This bill supports many League pro-life resolutions. Write letters
supporting this bill to MPs and the Prime Minister. Information about these bills can be found
at: www.parl.gc.ca/LEGISINFO.
Another issue that is becoming very important in our country is the cost of prescription
medications. Many people cannot afford the high cost of necessary medications and
consequently don't fill their prescriptions. In January, CBC's the Fifth Estate aired an
investigative report about this important issue. The episode entitled Canada's Drug Problem
can be found at: www.cbc.ca/fifth/episodes/2016-2017/the-high-cost-of-pharmaceuticalcanadas-drug-problem. As Canadians, we pay some of the highest drug costs in the world.
Even though most of us have some coverage, we have to pay premiums for that coverage and
your plan may not cover what you need. Last year, the Trudeau government called hearings

into the development of a national pharmacare program for a short list of basic, frequently
prescribed drugs. Eighty witnesses later, the discussions are still going on. A national drug
plan was first recommended by a royal commission in 1964. There is still no plan. Perhaps
this is an issue that we should pursue.
The Diocesan Annual Legislation reports show excellent work for God and Canada. Please
take the time to read the Provincial Legislation report in the Convention Book
This concludes my report,
Betsy Fletcher
Provincial Legislation
Standing Committee Chair

